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JOHN BUNYAN
Qugsticns
1. Wt pathilogieal foaturcs 4: you scc in John Bunyan's conditicn as ha

doscribes it im hie "Gracc Abcunding to tha Chicf of Sinners?

2. bLecording to the sub-titlo “Graco Abcuniing® was written "for the s p-
port of tho Weak and Temptel Pogple of Gode" In uther words Bunyan 1licked
upon his cxporionce =28 a religicus cxpericncc. To what cxtont would you be
inclined to a2ccept Bunyan's intorprotati.n of his exporicnce? Is it possiile
te lmve mental discrdor and roligius cxpericnco in e ond the sue porson
at tus sazo time?

3 Discuss Pratt's view thot Bunyan's cyporience was similar to  that of
David Brainerd and that his sins about which he was so distrossed Were no -
ing more scricus thsn swoaring and Ssbbtath-brocking. (Sco "Religious Censd i~
ousness," poge 140},

4. Discuss Pratt's conclusi.n that tarcugh the oxp ericnce deseribed 1 a
"Grace Abcunling” nitning was accocoplished bey.nd the substitution of cne foc -
ing for auncther. "Nu ncw insight," he says, “wos gained, no change SEWill ¢

charsctor was wrought, as now ideas wore revealod, nos unificaticn of purpose
and no now deviticn of sclf ond its encrgies “brcought about." There was in
sther wards no victory and ncthing of say meral significance. (MRoligiousCor
sci usncss, ppe. 140-147).

5, Vhat pre-suppesiti cns undorlic Royco's statoscnt timt John Bunyan was
s Gan ¢f gonius whc bore with an horoic firtitude a acavy and morbid load of
ncrvous i1l and in the end won the .astory of ite (See Gasc ¢f John Bunyan
in "Essays in Geod andl Bvil.“)

6. What is your intorpretaticn :f the unpardinable sin which Bunyan coo~
ailt bod?
7 Hiw dv you oplain John Bunyon's toaporary reeivory?

Rofecroncecss
Pratt RELIGIMWS CUSCI USIRSS

Kiyeco ESSAYS IN GOOD AND EVIL
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THE CASE OF JOHN BUNYAN

Sourec s

Our prineipal source of information concorning the morbid period in Bun-
yen's lifec is an autobriographical account ontitled "Grace abounding t o  the
Chicf of Sinners," It was written during the sixth yoar of his imprisonmeont
and tho thirty-cighth year of his life and the thirtoonth yoar after the ond of
the poriod of disorder with which it is mainly concerned. Six years later just
before his reloasc from prison this account was supplemented with an account of
his imprisonment, This book was published according to the title pago of the
first edition "for the support of the weak and tempted people of God," The

facts in the account have booen selected and interpreted in accordance with tho
current theological ideas of tho danger of pride and of "the blessednoss of bo-
ing led to the cvil of one's own hoart and the multitude of corruptions and in-
firmities thorein" (296). There is thercfore a great cxaggeration of his own
sinse A4t thc same time the sccount gives evidence of a certain retieenco.Wnilec
going into great detail in regard to such symptams as the "battle of the texts,
and vwhile he heaps all manner of reproaches upon himself for his "vilencss and
wickednoss," the only sins which he specifically mentions are swearing and Sabe
bath-breaking.

Bunyan's Story

Early Influences Bunyan's account of his childhood is meagre and as in the
rest of tho autobiography he is mainly concerned w1th his
sinse The following arc the morc significant statements:

Parontago "My fother's house was of that rank which was mcanest and most
despised of all the familics of the land" (2).
According to Brown, howover, the father was a tinkor nei-
ther better nor worsc than others of his hanlicraft and the grandfather was a
village trader., Tho mother was of poor but honest and thrifty family.

Education "But yot notwithstanding the meanncss and inconsiderableness of
my parcnts it pleased God to put it into their hearts to put me
to school to learn me both to recad and to writce" (3).
The Swearing "From & child I had but fow equals both for cursing and swoar-
Hebit ing and blaspheming the holy name of Gods" (4).
The Fearful "That which did so offend the Lord that even in my childhood ho
Dreams did scarc an! frighten me with fearful droams an?! did terrify me

with fearful visions. For of ten after I have spent this andtho
other day in sin I have in my bed boen greatly afflicted in sleep with the ap-
prchonsions of devils and wickod spiritSeseese (5) Also I would all theso years
be greatly afflicted with the thoughts of the foarful torments of hell-firceess
(6) Those things I said when I was but a ¢hild, but nine or ton years old, did
so distress my soul, that when in tho midst of my many sports and chlldlsh van-
itiecs, amidst my vain companions, I wos of ten much cast down and afflicted i n
my mind thorewith, yet I could not lot go my sins." (7).

The Life of "A whilc after thosc terrible dreams did leave me, which also I
Plcasuro soon forgot, for my pleasuros Aid quickly cut off the rcmoem-

brancoe of them as if they had never been, Whercfore with the
more grocdiness, according to the strongth of my naturc, I 2did lot loosc t h

reins of my lust and dclipghted in all transgressions against the law of God; 1o
that until I come to the ostate of marriage, I was o very ring=-leader ofall t o
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CASE OF JOHN BUNYAN- page 3

was thinking on it and fearing lest it should be so, I felt my heart sink in
despair, comcluding that it was too late; and therefore I resolved in my mind
I would go on in sinj; for thought I, if the case be thus, my state is surely
miserable, miserable if I leave my sins and miserable if I follew them. I can
but be damned, and if it must be so, I had as good be damned for many sins as
be damned for few., (25) 1Thus I stood in the midst of my play before all that
then were prosent, but yet I told them nothing; but having made this conclu-
sion, I returned desperately to my sport again, and I can well remember that
prosently this kind of despair did so possess my soul that I was persuaded that
I could never attain unto other comfort than what I would get in sin; for heav-
en was gone already, so on that I must not think; wherefore I found within me
great desire to take my f£ill of sin, still studying what sin was yet tobe com~
mitbted that I might taste the sweetness of it. And I made as much haste as I
oould to fill my belly with its delicacies, lest I should die before I had my
desire; for that I feared greatly. In these th:mgs I pretost before God I lie
not, neither do I feign this form of speech." (24).

Outward The conflict is now one The tension has becanc great and he
Reformetion ha§ heard a voice "darting from heaven inte his soul.," By a

curious reasoning process hec has refused to heed this voige
and has "returned desperately” to thc pursuits which to him are sins. But this
econtinues only a shart time. It is to bo noted that the shift takes place
through a subconscious or automatic process,

"This did continuc with me about o month or more. But ene day
as I was standing at a neighbor's shop window, and therc cursing and swearing,
and playing the madmen; after my wonted manner, thero sat within the woman of
the house and hoard mej who though she also was a very loose and ungadly wretch,
yot protested that I dursed and swerc at that most fearful rate that she was
made to tromble to hear mej and told me further that I was the most ungodliest
fellow for swearing that she had over heard in all her life; and that I, b y
thus doing, was ablo to spoil all the youth in the whole town, if they eame
but in my componys (26). At this reproof I was silonced and put t o secrot
shome, and that too as I thought, beforc the God of heavene (27). But hew it
came to pass I know not, I did from this time forward so loave my swearing that
it wos & great wondor to mysolf to observe it; and whorens before 1 knew not
how to Speok unlcss I put an oath bofero and . another beohind to make my werds
have uuthorlty, I could now, without it, spoak bettor and with more plecasant-
ness than ever }_ could before, All this whilc 1 know not Josus Christ nor did
I loave my sports and playse. (28)

Soon after this he fell into the company of a man whose talk
"concorning the mtters of rcligion" greoatly impressed him and he "betook hime
solf to the "Bible," The rosult he doscribes as follews:

"Wherefore I fell to some outwnrd reformation both in mywords
and life, and did sct tho commandments bofore me fer my way to heaven; which
commandments I did also strive to kecp, and, as I thought, did kecp them pret-
ty well sometimesesese(30). Thus I continued about a year; all which time my
neighbers did take me to be a vory godly man, a now and roligious man, and did
mrvel to sce such a groat and famous altoration of my lifc and mannors.," (31)

Tho Doctrine of the Looking back Bunyan tclls us that this was only an"out-
Now Birth ward roformation]'! that all this while he "knew not
Christ, nor gracc, nor faith nor hope," Wo must prob-
ably accept this statement te the cxtent of reccognizing that the inner &on-
flict was not as yet fully rcsolved, if we arc to understand what follwwd:
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CASE OF JOHN BUNYAN - 5

"In these days when I have hoard talk of what was the sinagainst
the Holy Ghost, then would the Tempter so provoke me to desire to sin, that I
was as if I could not, must not; neither should be quiet tntil I had committed
it; now no sin would serve but that, If it were to be committed by speaking
of such a word, then I have been as if my mouth would have spoken that wor d
whether I would or no." (105).

The Tender The term "tender" or "sore" conscience occurs frequently inthe
Cons cience narrative and may be taken as an outstanding characteristic of

his condition. The following is characteristic:

"Al11l this while as to the act of sinning, I was never moro ten-
der than nows My hinder parts were inward., I durst not take a pin ora stiock,
thought but so big as a straw; for my conscience was sore and would smart a t
every touchs I could not tell how to speak my wards for fear I should m i-s-
placo them." (52),

Even of the period following the final solution he tells us:

"But becausc of my former frights and anguish were very sore
and deep therofore it would often bofall me still, as it befalleth those that
have been scared with fire. I thought every little voice was Fire§ Firel Ev-
ery little touch would hurt my tender consciences”

The "Original and The only specific sins which Bunyan at any timo mentians

Inward Pollution" arc swearing and Sabbath-breaking and his castigation ef
himsclf for these sins is severe to the utmost extreme.
This is sufficiently indi¢ated in passages alroady quoted (pe 4). Neverthe-
less therc are many passages which suggest a deoper seated diffieulty. T h.e
most important is probably the followings

"But my original and inward pollution; thatwesmy plague
and affliction, that I saw at a dreadful rate always putting forth itself with-
in mejveeve I was more loathsome in minc own eyes than was a toad, and I thought
I was so in God's cyes too: Sin and corruptign would as naturally bubble out
of my heart as water would bubble out of a fountain: I thought that everyone
had o better heart than I had...e I thought that nonec but the devil hJJnself
could equalizc me for wickedness and pollution of mind." (34),

Anxiocty Fear of hcll and anxiety about his soul's salvation were pr.om=
and Fear inent throughout his disttirbed conditions These both flgured

prominently in the theology of the time and Bunyan took that
thoology seriouslys. The attainmont of thc new birth which constituted for him
unquosti onably a gonuine motivo had as its corollary the cseape from hell. Bun-
yan is therefore constantly beset with doubts, Is hc among thc elcet? Has he
faith? The following passages are typical:

"And as I went on and read, I lighted on that passage,"To one
is givon by the Spirit the word of wisdom, to another the word of knowledge by
the same Spirit, to another faithese. On this word I mused, and could not tell
what to do. Especially this 'Faith' put me to it, for T could not help it but
sometimos must guestion whethor I had faith or not; but I was loath t e con-
oludo that 1 had no faithy for if I do so, thought I, them I shall count my-
self a vory east-awny indeed," (47).

"Neither as yet could I attain unto any eomfortable persuasion
that I had faith in Christs but instead of finding satisfaection hero, I boegan
to find my soul assaulted with fresh doubts about my future happinessg espcei-
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CASE OF JOHN BUNYAN - 7

thet by these things was laid upon my conscience, but also from the very filth.
thereto: for the temptatlon was removed and I was pub into my right mindegain
as other Christians were," (114).

One of the factors in this recovery was the influence
of the group of pious people at Bedfard with whom he now identified himself.
Concerning this he tells us:

"I began to break my mind to those poor people in
Bedford, and to tell them of my condition, which when they heard it they told
Mr. Gifford of me, who himself also took occasion to talk with me, and wa s
willing to be well persuaded of me, though I think from little grounds." (77).

The influence of Mr,., Gifford was also most important,
as appears in the following:

"At this time also I sat under the ministry of the
holy Mr. Gifford whose doctrines by God's grace did much for my stabiliwy.This
man made it much his business to deliver the people of God from all those false
and unsound tests which by nature they are prone to." (117).

Still another factor was apparently the awakening of
an objective interest in connection with the ocontroversy with the Quakers.

"For as the Quakers did oppose the truth, so did God
the more confirm me in it, by leading me into the seriptures that did wonder-
fully meintain it." (123).

A fourth factor is given in the following passage:

"God in whose hand are all our days and ways, d i -
east into my hand one day a book of Martin Luther's; it was his Comment on tt :
Galatians., It was so 0ld that it was ready to fall piece from piece if I di.
but turn it over. Now I was pleased much that such an old book had faller =~
to my hand, the which when I had but a little perused, I found my condition in
his experieneo, so largely and profoundly handled, as if his book h a d been
written out of my own heartessss I do prefor this book of Martin Luthor's up-
on the Golatians (excepting the Holy Blble) beforo €1l the books that 1 have
ever seen, as most fit for a wounded conscicncc." (129-30).

Of his condition at this time he tells usg

"God did open the Seriptures unto moc and make ther
shine beforec me, and cause them to dwell with me, talk with mc and comfort me
over and over,.," (126).

"Now I had evidence as I thought of my salvationfrom
heaven, with many golden seals thereon, all hanging in my sighte" (126)

The Unpardonable Sin How long this geriod of temporary rocovery lasted %
is hard to determine. Apparently it was not of lov-

duration. We read:

"For after the Lord had in this manner thus gracious~
ly delivered me from this great and sore temptation, and had set me dam s <
' tly in tho faith of his holy gospel, and had given me such str =~ ~~sola=
tiun and such blessed evidence from heaven.e.., the tempter r- ABB L.
and that with a more gricvous and dreadful temptation than beror “And that
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CASE OF JOHN BUNYAN - 9

"Now I should find my mind to flee from God as from the face of
a dreadful judge, yot this was my torment that I could not escape His han d.
But blessed be His gracc, that soripture in these flying fits would call asrun-
ning after mc, 'I have blotted out as a thick eloud thy transgressions, and as
a eloud,thy sins: rcturn unto me for I have recdoemed theee.! This I say would
come into my mind when I was fleeing fram tho faoe of God: for Ididflee frou
His face; that is my mind and spirit fled bofore Him: By reason of His brighrt-
noss I could not endurcs +then would the toxt ory, Return unto mej itwould oy
aloud with a vory great voice, Return unto me for I hove redeemed theo. Indecd
this would mako me stop a little, and, as it were, look over my shoulder bo-
hind me, to sce if I could discern that the God of gracc did follow me with a
pardon in His hand; but I could no soonor do that, but all would be olouded
and darkencd agein by the sentence, For you know how that afterwards, whon he
would have inhorited the blessing, he found no placc of ropentanse though he
sought it carefully with tears. Wherefore I could not refrain but fled,though
at sanc times it eried, 'Return, roturn' as if it did follow after me...""Onue
as I was walking to and fro in a good man's shop, bemoaning myself of my sad
and doleful stotcess. and being ready to sink with fear, suddonly theere -wa s
as if there hnd rushed in at the window, the noise of wind upon me, but very
pleasant, amd as if I hecard a voice speaking, 'Didst thou ever refuse to b e
justifiod by the blood of Christ?' and withal my whole lifc of professimpast
was in & moment opened to me, wherein I was mede to sce that designedly I had
not: so my heart made answer groaningly, No. Thon foll with power that word
of God upon me, 'Sec that ye refuse not Him thet spcaketh.! Thismadoastrango
scizure upon my spirit; it brought light with it end commonded silence in my
heart, of all those tumultuous thoughts that did before use like mastorless
holl-hounds to roar end bellow and meko o hideous noiso within mo," (174).

But the great calm did not lest long. The tempter camc back at
him with other verses of seripture until as he puts it:

"By the stronge and unusual assaults of the tompter my soul was
like a broken vesscl, driven by the winds and tossed headlong into despair.'(186)

In the midst of his fears he crics unto the Lord and rececives
the assurance:

'I have loved thec with an everlasting loves! (190).
But the tempter does not leave him,

"For it could not be so little as a hundred times that h ¢ did
that day labor to break my peace, Oh the conflicts and the cambats that I did
then meet with; as I strove to hold this word, that of Esau did fly in my face
like lightning: I should somctimes be up and down twonty timos in an hour.Yet
God did bear me up and kecp my hoart upon this worde (191 )

"EX these words (My graco is sufficient for thece) 1 wns sus-
tained yot not without oxceeding confllcts! for the space of seven or elght
wecks; for m my peace would be in 1t and out sometimes twonty tlmos a doy com~
fort now and troublo presently; pesce now and beforc I could furlong a s
full of fear and guilt as cver heart could hold. Ind this was not only now
end then but m my whole seven weeks' oxporionce, for this about the 'sufficiency
of grace! and that about Esgu's parting with his birthright, would be like &
Erlr of scales within my mind; sometimes onc would be uppormost, and sometimos
agoin tho other; acoording to which would be my poace or troublce" (205).

But the solution finally comes, and it oames in the form of a
vory poculiar test by which be became convinced of the supremacy of the words
of graco,
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CASE OF JOHN BUNYAN - 11

% He eontinued thus preeshing occecasionally, ohiefly on trips
into the eountry wmtil:

"At last being still desired by the churech, afber same sol-
emn prayer to the Lord, with fasting, I was more partioularly ealled forth,and
appointed to a more ordinary and publis preaching of the wordeesess Wherefore,
though of myself of all the saints most wnworthy; yet I, but with great fear
and trembling, did set upon the work and didseese preach the blessed goepel
that God had showed me in the holy word of truth: whig¢h when the oountry u n-
derstood, they eame in to hear the word by hundreds, and that from all part s,
though upon sundry and divers asoocuntsee.se and I had not preached leng befere
some began to be touched, and to be greatly afflioted in their minds a ¢ the
apprehension of the greatness of their sin and their need of Jesus Christesess
Thus I went on for two years arying out against men's sins and their fear ful
state beocause of them, After which the Lord came in upon my own soul w i th
some staid pesse and camfort through Christ.seesee wherefore I now saltered i n
my preaching V‘for still I preached what I saw and felt)eseess after this God
led me into something ef the mystery of union with Christ; wherefare that I
discovered and showed to them alsee ( 279 )e

Of his comdition during the early yesars of his ministry he
tells usgs ‘ :

"But in this work as in all other, I had my temptatiom
attending me, and that of divers kinds; as sometimes I should be assaultedwith
great discouragement therein, fearing that I should not bes able to speak a
word at all unto edifigationeeesss. 2t whioh times I should heave sucsha strange
faintness and strengthlessness seize upon my body, that my legs have scarce
been able to earry me to the place of exerecise, Sometimes in my preaoching I
have been strangely assaulted with thoughts of blesphemy and strongly toempted
to speak the words with my mouth befare the aongregationeesss I have alsowhile
in this blessed work of Christ been often tempted to pride and liftings up of
the hearte" (291 to 296),

Along with these "divers temptations™ he had also the streng
sense of divine guidanee, He says:

"I have observed that where I ave a work to do for God 1
have first felt as it were the going of God upon my spirit, to desire that 1
might presoh there; I have also observed that suoh and such souls in partieu-
lar have been strongly set upon my heart and I stirred up to wish for their
salvation; and that these very souls have after this, been given in & 8 the
fruits of my ministrye I have observed that a ward cast in bye the byo hath
done more execution in a sermon than all thet was spoken besides; and sométimer
when I thought I did no good, then I did the most of alle" (287).

It is important to notice that although Bunysn is ®y o
moans sparing in his condemnation of himself for his manifold sins, newert! 2~
less when he 18 assailed by others he canes vigorously to his own defense:

"But ~1en Satan perceived that his tempting and assault ng
of me would not answer his design; to wit to overthrow the ministry and ms’ s it
ineffectual, as to the ends thereofs he tried ar-ther way, whir* -~ .o aki
up the minds of the ignorant and malicious to loma me with slanders e n d re
proaches,sese.s It began therefore to be rumored up enl down among the peopl:
that I was a witch, a Jesuit, a highwayman and the 1i' seeesee but’ that whisu
was reported with the boldest sonfidence was that I hed my misses, my whores,


Jesus
Pencil

Jesus
Pencil

Jesus
Pencil

Jesus
Pencil


